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Set Sail with the Latest from the Friends of the Maritime Museum

Friends of

Thank you Members and Friends of the
NC Maritime Museum at Southport

2025
Year in Review

What an exciting and
wonderful year it has
been. I'd like to take a few
moments to review some
of the highlights and
accomplishments of the
Friends organization from
this past year (2025).

1) Financially we had a
strong year, ending with a
small surplus which
allows us to replenish our
reserves. Reserves are
important because they
allow us to prepare for the
unexpected. We take our
fiduciary responsibilities
as a 501¢(3) non-profit
very seriously and are
lucky to have the steady
hand of Wayne Berry as
our Treasurer. Thank you,
Wayne.

2) Fundraising had
another great year. Kim
Cobb and her team put on
a smashing event at the
home of Susan and Tom
Rabon. This was one of
our most successful
events ever. Not only
was it a successful
fundraiser, but it helped
us raise awareness of the
museum, and it was fun!
Thank you, Kim.

3) Our Membership team
was committed to bringing
in new members and
expanding benefits for our
members. Over the past
year and a half, we had
two member-only boat

From the Chairman

Friends of the NC Maritime Museum at Southport — Greetings
shipmates! | hope that you had a blessed Thanksgiving holiday
and are all doing well as we prepare to move into Winter and the
Holiday season! | hope that you are able to enjoy Southport’s
wonderful Winterfest!

With November behind us, Hurricane Season season officially
ends. It may be wise to review your hurricane plan one last time

before you put it away for the year.

A belated Happy Birthday to our U.S. Marine Corps — November
10, 1775 (Semper Fidelis!). An early Happy Birthday to our U.S.
Space Force — December 20, 2019.

You should have received an invitation for our Holiday get
together on December 5, 2025 (4:30PM start time). We will
celebrate 2025 with some beverages and some light snacks as
we look forward to 2026! Speaking for my fellow Directors, we
hope that you put this on your calendar as we look forward to
seeing you!

Looking ahead, we have some very exciting plans. First and

foremost, 2026 is the 250th anniversary of this great country. Stay
tuned for more information about the plans for the celebration. We
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cruises with our very own
Randy Jones, held a star
gazing event at Fort
Anderson, and
sponsored two Maritime
Day speaker events. We
hope to do much more in
the future. Thank you,
Lora Sharkey.

4) Volunteers are the
lifeblood of our
organization so this past
year we formed a special
committee to help recruit
and expand our volunteer
reach. Tammy Newton
and her team brought in
several new volunteers
and have plans to
continue to grow our
volunteer corps. This crew
also publishes our Mullet
Wrapper. Thank you,
Tammy.

5) Finally, one of the
events we are most proud
of is serving Thanksgiving
dinner to the crew of US
Coast Guard Station Oak
Island. This is a passion
project of our very own
Claire McNaught. For the
seventh year in a row, she
led the team of members
and volunteers who
brought a home-cooked
meal to the young service
members at the station
as well as their families.
Thank you, Claire.

6) We are lucky to have a
strong and active board.
This year we must say
goodbye to Mary Locklin.
She led our Strategic
Planning initiative and has
been an invaluable board
member. We wish her well
with her future endeavors!

Set Sail with the Latest from the Friends of the Maritime Museum

are also looking forward to some major renovations to the
museum buildings. It has been 20 years since this building has
been touched so we are excited to see some much-needed
updates to the space. We’ll have more information in the coming
weeks and months.

Finally, thank you to all of you - the volunteers! | said earlier that
you are the lifeblood of this museum. Without you, we wouldn’t be
able to open the doors and serve our community. You help visitors
learn about the rich history of this area and help young kids and
families enjoy a scavenger hunt and learn a little bit about
maritime life. You do so much more and never hesitate to help
when asked. For all of our volunteers, we have a special pack of
Holiday cards as a small thank you for your time and support.”

As always, remember to visit the Ship’s Chandlery (Museum Gift
Shop) as there are some fantastic items available — especially for
Holiday gifts! Of course, you might also consider a membership to
that special someone or family; we’d love to have them join the
crew here at our Museum!

Did you know that you can focus a contribution (any amount of
money) towards a certain area (i.e. educational programs) and
that the contribution would be tax free? Alternatively, a
contribution can also be general in nature (and still tax free!). We
were blessed throughout the year to receive these kind
contributions. | share these thoughts for your information and
consideration in case it may be of interest.

Thank you for your continued interest in preserving and sharing
our maritime history, especially at our Museum! You are a
tremendous group of individuals! If, at any time, you have any
questions, issues, or ideas, please do not hesitate to discuss
them with me, with Cathy, or with any of the Directors on the
Board.

Speaking for the Board of Directors, Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year and, of course, Fair Winds and Following Seas!

Tom
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MESSAGE FROM THE MUSEUM

Holiday schedule It's been a busy year, and with the holiday season upon us, Museum
hours will vary.The Museum will be closed for the Christmas holiday on December 24, 25,
and 26. It will be closed January 1 for New Year’s. Additionally, the Museum will be closing
for winter break Jan. 6-17.

Please be sure to call 910-477-5151 or check ncmaritimemuseumsouthport.com. if you
have any questions regarding what days the museum will be open to the public.

Interested in learning more about the history of the Maritime Museum at
Southport? Ever wonder how it all started? Click here to learn more about the
origins of the Maritime Museum at Southport.

Volunteer Spotlight - Sam Lytle
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If you visit the NC Maritime Museum Southport on a Wednesday Morning , you will be greeted by
Mr. Sam Lytle.

What motivated you to start volunteering at the Maritime Museum?
The history it represents was a very strong motivation for me because | want to share that history
with other people.

How long have you been with us and where did you originate from?
I have been with the museum for three years. After my wife and | retired, we moved down to
Southport from Raleigh.

What is the single greatest contribution this museum brings to the community? It brings
an opportunity for the community to share in the maritime history of the Cape Fear Region.

What does the staff here excel at? The staff is very welcoming to everyone who visits the
museum. Each staff member specializes in an area of expertise of interest to them and they love
to share that knowledge with the patrons. So because of their enthusiasm for the museum,
patrons feel right at home as they enjoy a wonderful experience.

What are your hobbies? | enjoy travelling with my wife Becky. | enjoy yard work and | enjoy
reading historical books, especially biographies.

List three adjectives to describe yourself Inquisitive, focused, and caring.

What are you currently reading? The Shadow of War, a novel about the Cuban missile crisis.

What is an accomplishment you are really proud of? Co-inventor of a product that was
patented (my name is on that patent) when | was a mechanical design engineer for a
telecommunications company.

How did you find out about volunteering at the museum? The previous manager of the
museum, Lori Sanderlin, invited me to consider being a docent. | attended one of her tours of the
museum, and "the rest is history"!.

What qualities does a good museum volunteer possess? Attention to detail is important.
friendliness to all who attend, whether an adult or child, and a willingness to go the extra mile.

The Cape Fear area is loaded with history. IF we could add something additional to the
Maritime Museum to focus on as an exhibit, what would you choose? | would like to see an
exhibit on Fort Caswell and its role during war time.
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What Maritime Museum offering excites you the most? Helping children who get stuck
finishing their scavenger hunt. | enjoy taking them to the item they are looking for and giving then
hints so that they can find it. After that, | take them to the treasure chest where they select their
prize.

Volunteering at the Maritime Museum is a great way to meet new people, learn new
skills, and make a difference in your community. Volunteering doesn't have to involve
a long-term commitment or take a huge amount of time out of your busy day. Our
volunteers commit to a few hours each week, bringing their talents and time to share
our maritime history.

I'm Interested in Volunteering!

New Items in Gift Shop

We're here for your Holiday shopping! We have many new exciting items in the gift shop
from new long and short-sleeved t-shirts to seasonal note cards, ornaments, and fun toys
for kids. Come check it out and remember that Members receive a 10% discount on
your purchases.

Toys for the young and young at heart. We

have many fun ways to learn about
maritime life.

Ornaments, rice, totes and more!
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What better way to help your young
mariner learn about the sea that through
reading.

On behall of our unit, we would like
valuntear your d
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Tom Hale receives a letter of appreciation to the Friends of the Maritime Museum from the
US Coast Guard Station Oak Island. The citation reads in part "Your generosity and hard work play a
meaningful role in making this event special for everyone involved. We are truly thankful for your

commitment, professionalism, and the spirit of service you bring year after year."

For the seventh year in a row volunteers from the Friends of the Maritime
Museum prepared and served thanksgiving lunch for the men and women (and their
families!) stationed at US Coast Guard station Oak Island.

From sausage balls and pimento cheese, to two turkeys, a ham, oodles of casseroles and
slew of desserts the Friends made certain there was plenty of food for the lunch shift,
evening shift, plus leftovers!
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Members of the Coast Guard and Friends volunteers getting ready for a Thanksgiving feast.

Join museum staff for these free upcoming programs:

Skipper’s Crew returns. We're doubling the fun for 2026—Skipper’s Crew will now be
held TWICE a month! The program, which resumes in February and will run through
October, features hands-on activities and crafts focused on combining arts and history.
Skipper’s Crew is designed for all ages but specifically geared toward younger patrons.
The programs run from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Lights will be dimmed and interactives muted
during the first two hours to provide a calmer environment for those with sensory
sensitivities. Skippers Crew is free for all patrons and made possible by the support of the
Friends of the North Carolina Maritime Museum at Southport. Here are the February and
March topics:
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Feb. 7: Silly Stingrays Dive into creativity and craft your very own silly stingrays using
paper, paper towel rolls, and plenty of imagination! Each participant will be able to take
their stingray home for more fun.

Feb. 14: Hearts and Crafts DayJoin us for a fun-filled Valentine’s Day card making
session! Use paper, stickers, and plenty of heart to create handmade cards to share with
friends and family, a sweet way to spread love through creativity!

March 7: Peekaboo Leaves Explore the textures and shapes of nature in this fun leaf
rubbing activity! Using crayons and paper, we'll reveal the hidden patterns of real leaves—
just like magic. A perfect blend of art and discovery!

March 14: Lucky Leprechauns Get ready for some St. Patrick’s Day fun as we dive into
creating something magical to take home.

For more information on museum programs, visit ncmaritimemuseumsouthport.com or call
910-477-5151.

TOGETHER WE CAN!
Shout Out Loud on Social Media
about our Maritime Museum. All

you have to do is access below links
to write a review of our Southport
treasurell Share your
review afterwards on your
Facebook page. Let's all set off a
maritime fire of Likes!!!

Facebook Twitter Trip Advisor Yelp

View this email in your browser

You are receiving this email because of your relationship with NC Maritime Museum at Southport. Please reconfirm
your interest in receiving emails from us. If you do not wish to receive any more emails, you can unsubscribe here.

This message was sent to jocelinwu@icloud.com by southportfom.gmail.com@email.benchmarkapps.com
204 E Moore St., Southport, North Carolina, 28461
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